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Biographical Notes

Payam Akhavan is presently a Senior Fellow at Yale University, a member of the New York
bar, and counsel to sovereigns before international courts and tribunals. He was previously
Legal Advisor to the Prosecutor’s Office of the International Criminal Tribunal for the
former Yugoslavia at the Hague, and advisor on transitional justice in Cambodia,
Guatemala, East Timor, Peru, Rwanda, and Uganda. He has published extensively on
international law and human rights.

Will C. van den Hoonaard is Professor of Sociology and Assistant Dean of Graduate Studies
at the University of New Brunswick, Fredericton, Canada. He wrote The Origins of the
Baha’i Community of Canada, 1898-1948 (Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 1996) and has
co-authored, with Dr. Deborah K. van den Hoonaard, a work on the equality of women and
men in the Canadian Baha’i Community (Kalimat Press, forthcoming). He is a Member of
the Canadian Interagency Advisory Panel on Research Ethics and is Chair of its Social
Sciences and Humanities Working Committee.

Thomas Linard read theology in the University of Strasbourg, France, before converting to
the Baha’i Faith. He teaches computer skills in a non-profit organization, and has published
various materials regarding the history of the Baha’i Faith in France

Robin Mihrshahi holds a BS in Chiropractic Science from Macquarie University, Sydney,
where he is currently an honours student in Biological Sciences.

Kavian Milani is a practising physician in the United States with specialty training in Family
Medicine. He is currently an MA candidate in history at George Mason University. His
areas of interest and research include early Babi history, nineteenth-century Iranian history,
and the Iranian Constitutional Revolution. He is the co-discoverer of the earliest known
version of the controversial history Nugtatu ’I-kaf.

Brian Miller received his PhD in Arabic literature and Near Eastern Studies from the
University of California, Berkeley in 2000. He is an independent scholar working in Santa
Cruz, California.

Moojan Momen is the editor of the Baha’i Studies Review. He has published numerous
books and papers, including The Babi and Baha’i Religions, 1844-1944: Some
Contemporary Western Accounts (George Ronald 1981), Introduction to Shi’i Islam (Yale
University Press, 1985) and The Phenomenon of Religion (Oneworld, 2000).

Ahang Rabbani, PhD, is a Baha’i author who lives in Houston, Texas, and studies the
history and the writings of the Babi-Baha’i Faiths.

Ismael Velasco lives in Tenerife, Spain, with his wife and two daughters. A graduate in
history from Edinburgh University with a professional background in social and economic
development, he has been active in Baha’i scholarship for the last ten years, where his
interests have centred on Baha’i scripture, history and community development.

Robert Wilson is an author of several books, including one novel. As an artist, his paintings
are exhibited in galleries in Northwest USA. He met Mark Tobey in the early 1960s and has
lectured on Mark Tobey at art museums and for private organizations. He has been a
member of the Baha’i Faith since 1963 and has served as secretary of the National Teaching
Committee. He and his wife reside in Kent, Washington, USA.



